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quite certain when The Royal Master was pro-
duced ; it was not licensed until 1638, but it seems
to have been acted in Dublin before the occasion
of Shirley's first appearance there, soon after the
opening of Ogilby's Castle Theatre in 1635.
The beautiful and sprightly drama of The Lady
of Pleasure) which is certainly the jewel in this
charming cluster of comedies, was licensed in
October, 1635, an<^ printed in 1637.

After the production of The Lady of Pleasure,
Shirley proceeded to Ireland. Mr. D3^ce con-
sidered that this exile was made in the year
1637. I believe that this is considerably too late
.a date, and that his abrupt disappearance from
the books of Sir Henry Herbert, where we do
not find his name between January 1636 and
June 1640, shows that he had soon after the for-
mer time transferred his services to the theatre
of his friend Ogilby In Dublin. If we could dis-
cover the date of the. prologue in which Shirley
says that '* two year he has lived in Dublin"
we could settle this difficulty. As it is, we may
perhaps safely conjecture that he went over to
Ireland to help Ogilby at the new Werburgh
Street Theatre in the early part of 1636. This is
borne out by the fact that in the dedication of
The Royal Master', printed in 1638, he tells Lord
Kildare that his affairs in England are hastening
his departure from Ireland, so that this is pro-
bably the term of the " two year/1 In 1640 five
plays of Shirley's were printed, perhaps on occa-